
                                       
           Cities where Creativity is still Thriving
                                      

           What exactly does it mean to creatively thrive, anyhow? I'd like to say it's as simple as just having 
adequate time and imagination  to devote to your most recent lego masterpiece(if you've deemed yourself 
too “grown up” for legos, then I can't help you), but there are several different aspects that affect the 
ability to reach that coveted pinnacle. 
  
Creativity, if you're lucky enough to be blessed with it, seeps through your pores and spills out into the 
world, in one form or another, be it in the way you accessorize your Outback Steakhouse uniform or  in 
the voices you make for your dog.  It's a constant beat within us, desperate to break free of barriers and 
soar.  But if you've ever had to work three jobs just to survive, you know what it is to be stretched thin. 
The plight of the “starving artist” is depressingly real.  Cities renowned for their proximity to passion-
fueling art, culture and diversity, like New York, L.A., or San Francisco, are equally famed for their 
propensity for crushing souls. Trust me, living in a shoe box and eating crackers for a pathetic hybrid of 
breakfast and dinner (at 6 am after fifteen hours of hoofing it for your “day job” )as you watch your 
roommate, who works in finance, put on his shiny shoes and march out to greet the day will not only 
tarnish your perspective, but drain you of the energy it takes to keep fighting for your art.   For as long as 
the human race has existed, creativity has moved us forward, offered solace from our struggles, and 
given a voice to the beauty within our souls. But unless you're exceptionally lucky, it's become 
increasingly difficult to make a decent living within an artistic field. 

In cubicles across the country sit stagnant many of the world's would-be brilliant creators, because they 
were taught to learn a “proper skill” rather than nurture the buds of their imaginations. As a society we've 
equated success with money, judging the weird kids until they give up or make their first millions.  But in 
pockets across the Nation, there are still places that beat to the rhythm of callings found.  Places where 
not only can you live  at least somewhat comfortably, but  also relish the creative energy of other 
passionate people who haven't shoved their dreams into smart Ikea shelving.

Okay, okay, already, so where are they??  Well, go ahead and smug it up, because Austin just happens to 
be one of them, but if you don't already live here, I've compiled a list of  a few other  great places you can 
move to and grow that killer beard.   Unlike many lists, however,  there's no particular order categorizing 
these places according to statistical rank. Instead, I've used my own catch phrases to set them apart. 
Why?  Because I'm creative. Go ahead, gasp.  

“Snowy Nerd-town :A great place for beards.”

Boulder, Colo.

  A city of readers, (as determined by Amazon.com), Boulder is quickly climbing the list of places where 
creative types thrive. Sure, it's  kinda cold, but 100 degree heat is overrated. Besides,with all that tech-
industry innovation going on, shoveling snow ain't no thing. 



“More than Good Biscuits. But also: Biscuits”.

Durham, North Carolina

Smart Southern kids abound in this “Kerlahna” college town. Perhaps its being home to Duke University 
contributes to why Durham is so diversely cultural, but whatever works, right?  Those kids are probably 
also in at least half of the bands comprising the city's happening music scene, too.  At 48.4% of the 
workforce, the “creative class” in Durham is  most certainly booming. And guess what else? It's preeetty.  

“Bicycle Heaven”. 

Corvallis, Ore. 

So  you've never been to Oregon. Well, then honey, you haven't lived.  Okay, I'm pretty sure that last 
statement was false.  You've probably lived at least a little bit. Maybe you're so good at “living” that 
you're reading this delightful publication in your quirky  penguin underwear that you bought at that 
hipster store that smelled of basil and dreams.  But give Oregon a chance.  Corvallis has been deemed in 
past years not only one of the “safest” cities in the U.S., but also “most bicycle-friendly” and “most 
creative”.   It's no surprise. Bicycles+Safety = fun times for all.  And when you're having fun, creativity 
just dances.  Kind of like you do every time you're alone and hear Kanye.  

“The Oregon Trail.  Get on this Wagon, already”. 

Portland, Ore.

They made a show about it, mmkay?  It's cool.  People do things there. Like drink craft cocktails and eat 
organic vegetables.  It's also famously home to a stellar music scene and a host of hip local businesses, 
not to mention the kind of sense of community that really adds fuel to the creative fire. If you were 
perhaps looking to find a painter with a nose ring who also knows a thing or two about wood-working, 
Portland would be the place. Just don't ask where to find a Pizza Hut.  

“Where bosses are made”. 

Ithaca, NY

In a 2010 study, Ithaca reigned as the “brainiest city” in the U.S- and it's no wonder. It's home to Cornell. 
Ever heard of it? (It's good enough for Carl Sagan, yo. That's what's up). The “creative class” comprises 
44.6% of Ithaca's workforce, making it a fine place to hone those sweet chess moves. 



“Not a coat factory”. 

Burlington, Vt.

  Vermont. It's not just for log cabins. Boasting a diverse economy, Burlington, Vermont's largest city, is 
home to  plenty of Earth lovin' green economic development, which is just one of the reasons why its 
growing population of creative types have made it home.  

A few other happenin' spots to note that I was too busy eating pizza and book-hopping (it's a thing) to 
write about: 

Huntsville, Alabama

Denver, Colorado

Boulder, Colorado 

Raleigh, NC

Hartford, CT

Seattle, WA

Portland, OR 

Santa Fe, NM

Taos, NM

Article written by : Anne Marie Jackson

Art/Photography suggestions:  Anything goes here.  Be creative. Prob some good shots of stand-out 
cities, maybe some funny art.  
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